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An Account of a not ordinary Burning Concave, lately made 
at Lyons, and compared with feveral others made formerly. 
Of Monjleur UeveWus hispromife of communicating to the 
World his Invention of making Optick Glaffes 3 and of the 
hopes 3 given by Afonjieur Ohriftian Hugens of Zalichem, 
to performfomething of the like nature 3 as alfo of the Ex¬ 
pectations , conceived offome Perfons in England, to im¬ 
prove Telefcopes. An Intimation of a way of making 
more lively Counterfeits of Nature in Wax, then arc extant 
in Painting 3 and of a new kjnde 0/Maps in a low Relievo, 
or Sculpture) bothpra8ifedinYrznce. some Anatomical 
Obfervations , of Milk, found in Veins instead of Blood 5 
and of Grafs, found in the Wind-pipes of fome Animals. 
Of a place in England, where , without petrifying Water 3 
Wood is turn’d into Stone. Of the nature of a certain Stone , 
found in the Indies in the head of a Serpent. Of the way 3 
ufedin the Mogolx Dominions , to make Saltpetre. An 
Account of Hevelius his Prodromus Cometicus, and of 
fome Animadverjlons made upon it by a French Philofopher 3 
as alfo of thefefuit KircherV Mundus Subterraneus. 

An Account of a not ordinary Burning Concave , 
lately made at Lyons, and compared with feveral 
others made formerly, 

A N opportunity being prefented to revive the publifhing 
of thefe Papers, which for fome Moneths hath been 
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difcontinued by reafon of the great Mortality in London 
where they were begun to be Printed} it hath been thought 
{it to embrace the fame, and tomakeufe thereof for the 
gratifying of the Curious, that have been pleafed to think 
well of fuch Communications: To re-enter whereupon, 
there offers it felf firftof alia Relation of an un common 
'Burning Clafs^ not long fince made in France , in the City of 
Bjorn-) by one called Monheur c/e Vilette , ai ir was fent to 
the Pnbhjlter of thefe Traffs, in two Letters, whereof the one 
was in Latine^ the other in French , to this efFed: 

Concerning the Efficacy of Monfieur de Vilettehis Burning 
Glafs, all what the P. Bertit hath written of it, is true. 
We have feen the Efltefts of it repeated over and over aga’m, 
in the Morning, at Noon, and in the After-noon, always 
performing very powerfully 5 burning or melting any Mat¬ 
ter, very few excepted. The Figure of it is rounds being 
thirty Inches, and forrewhat better, in Diameter. On one 
fide it hath a Frame of a circle of Steel, to the end that it 
may keep its juft Meafure .* ’Tis eafie. to remove it from 
place to place, though it be above an hundred weight, and 
’tis eafily pur in all for ts of poffures. The hurningVoint is di- 
Jffant from the Centre of theGlafs, about three Feet. The 
Focus]s about half a Loujsd'or large. One may pafsones 
hand through it, if it be done nimbly, for if it flay there 
thetimeof a fecond Minute, there is danger of receiving 
much hurt. 

Green wood takes fire in it, in an inftant? as do alfo many 
other Bodies. 

A fmall piece of Pot-Iron was melted, and S ea»idt, 
ready to drop down, in 40,. 


A Silver Piece of 15 Pence was pierced, in 24. 

A g’-pfs N*il (called le Clm depaifan) was mclted,in 3c. 
The end of a Sword * blade of Olinde^ was burn’d, in 43. 
A Lrufs Com dr vyas pierced, in o 5 . 

A piece of red Copper was melted • ready to drop 

down, in 42. 


A piece 
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A piece of a Chdmber Quarry-fiotie was vitrified, fee. 

and put into a Glafs-drop, in 45. 

Steel , whereof Watch-makers make their fprings, 
was found melted, in 09. 

A Mineral- j.0nc t fuch as is ufed in Harquebuffes 

arouer > was calein'aand nitrified, in i.juft. 

A piece Ot' Morter was vitrified, in 52. 


Infhore, there U hardly any Boclv, which is not de(troy~ 
ed by-the Ft re. If one would melt by it any great quantity 
cf Meiral, that would require much time, the Action of 
Burning not being perform’d but within rhe biguefs of the 
focus , fo that ordinarily none but finall pieces are expefed 
toit. One Monfieur d '6 liber t buys it, paying for it Fifteen 
hundred Livies. 

Since this Information, there were, upon occafion given 
from hence, upon the fame fubjeft, further communicated 
from Paris the following Particulars’.- 

Ifecby twoof rhe Letters, th2t you incline to believe, 
the Glades of Maginus and Septali/e.s do approach to that of 
Lyons : But lean a dure you, they corne very far fhort of it. 
You may conCalt Maginus his Book, where heceferibes his ; 
and there are fome Perfons here that have feen one of his 
bed, which had but about twenty Inches diameter ; fothat 
this of Lyons muff perform at leaft twice as much. As to 
Septalius , we expeft the delations of it from Intelligent and 
Impartial Men. It cannot well be compared to that of 
Lyons , but in biguefs; and in this cafe, if it have five 
Palms (as you fay) that would be about. 37 feet French , and 
fo it were a Foot bigger, which would make it had as much 
greater in lurface: But as to the EfTefts, feeing it burns (o 
far off, they cannot be very violent. And 1 have heard one 
fay, that had fecnir, that it did not fee Wood on Fire but 
after the time of laying a Miferere* You may judge of the 
difference of the t Hefts, fince that of Lyons gathers its 
Beams together within the fpaee.of feven or eight Lines ; 
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and that of Sepiatiut mud fcatter them in the compafs of 
three Inches. Some here do intend to make of them, yea 
and bigger ones 5 but we mud flay till they be done, &c. 


Of Monfteur Hevclius V Prowife of imparting to 
the World his Invention of mailing Optick 
Glafles y and of the hopes given by Monfteur 
Hugens of Zalichem, to perform fomething of 
the like nature ; as alfo of the Expectations 3 
conceived offtvne Ingenious Perftms in England, 
to improve Telefcopes. 


That eminent Aftronomer of Dtntzick ., Monfieur Heve- 
tiujy writes to his Corrci'pondent m London^ as follovveth : 

What hath been done in the grinding of Optick glafles 
in your parts, and how thofe beginnings, mention’d by 
you formerly, do continue and fucceed, I very much covet 
to hear. ’Tis now above ten Years, fince l my felf invent¬ 
ed a peculiar way of grinding fuch Glafles, and reduced it 
alfo into pradife 5 by which tis eafle, without any conflder- 
able danger of failing, to make and polllfh Optick glafles of 
any Conick, Sedfon, and that (which is mod notable) in any 
dilli of any Sedion of a Sphere: which Invention I have as 
yet difoovered to none, my purpofe being, for the Improve¬ 
ment of Natural Knowledge, to deferibe the whole me¬ 
thod thereof in my C elefiial Machine j and to propofe it to 
the Examination and Judgement of the Royal Society 5 not 
doubting at all, but they will finde the way trueandpra- 
dicable, my felf having already made foyeral Glafles by it, 
which many Learned Men have feen and tryed. 

Monfleur Hugens , inquiring alfo in a Letter, newly writ¬ 
ten by him to a Friend of his in England , of the foccels of 
the attempts made by an Ingenious Englifh Man for perfect¬ 
ing foch Gliffcs, and urging the profccution of the fame, 
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